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IV. SI   SHI   KI:
EECOED OF AN EMBASSY TO THE REGIONS IN THE WEST.
PEELIMINARY NOTICES.
THE traveller whom we are now about to follow in his journey from Mongolia to Western Asia uas an envoy dispatched by the Mongol emperor Ufaiiyit, Ifhan, in the year 1259, to his brother Hulayu^ who at that time had just succeeded in overthrowing the Calif of Jtogdad. The name of this envoy, a Chinese, was Cticwg Te After his return, the report of his journey was taken down by a certain Liu Yu, who termed his pamphlet as above stated. This narrative was then incorporated in the Yii Pang kia huct,, published in the Mongol period (see Wylie's "Notes on Chinese Literature," p. 134). Other editions of the Si shi ki are to be found in the Shu fu, a work issued early in the Ming (Wylie, I c., p. 136); m the Yuan shi lei pien, an abridged history of the Mongol dynasty, published iu 1693 ; in the Hai Icuo fu chi, a modern Chinese geographical work published 1844; and in several of the bulky tamg shu or collections of reprints,
The narrative, as it has been transmitted by Liu Yu, from a geographical point of view, is much inferior in value to the record of Ch'ang ch'un's travels, which, in this department of literature, I find, occupies a higher plnce than many reports of our European mediaeval travellers. The style of the Si shi ki presents the inconveniences we often have to complain of in Chinese books